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RECOMMENDED that the Council resolves that the Chief Executive seeks 
further information on the financial viability of the proposed organisation and asks 
Cabinet to determine what if any financial support within existing budgets should 
be provided by the Council. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A Ms Emma Batrick has submitted a petition and in accordance with the 

Council’s Constitution, a petition is referred to Council to debate. The wording 
of the petition is: 
 

“We the undersigned, petition the Council to ensure that provision is 
made to supply sufficient funding to the new community body that 
arises from SquareOne (The Square), which will ensure the survival 
of a key cultural resource”.   

 
The e-petition was hosted on the Council’s website and was open for 
signatures between 21 December 2015 and 17 January 2016. 755 people 
signed the e-petition. The full petition wording, which includes a lengthy 
extract from online newspaper the Huffington Post, is reproduced at Appendix 
1. 
 

B The Council’s Petition Scheme specifies how it will process petitions from 
members of the public, including rules for debating petitions at Full Council. In 
accordance with the Scheme, the petition organiser is entitled to present the 
petition to the Council meeting for a maximum of three minutes and 
Councillors may debate the matter for up to 30 minutes before deciding (i) to 
take the action the petition requests, (ii) not to take the action requested for 
reasons put forward in the debate or (iii) to commission further investigation 
into the matter, for example by a relevant Committee or Cabinet. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
1.  Prior to its closure The Square was an independent live music venue and 

was situated on a site located alongside the Angle, a derelict former hostel 
that closed in 2009.  The site’s owner, Circle Housing, plans to demolish both 



buildings and redevelop the area for housing.  
 

2.  The Square was operated by Square One Entertainments Ltd which leased 
the building from Circle Housing.  The arrangement was in place until notice 
was served in April 2015, requiring the Square to vacate on 31 December 
2015.   
 

3.  Since March 2014 Harlow Council and Circle Housing worked with The 
Square to attempt to secure an alternative location. However The Square 
was not able to agree any suitable and/or affordable location.  
 

4.  During discussions with The Square, over a prolonged period Circle Housing 
advised that it would be willing to consider offering financial support to 
facilitate relocation provided it was required to do so as part of a Section 106 
contribution with the Council and provided it fitted with the overall viability of 
the development scheme.  Any such contribution to be also subject to the 
extent of other financial contributions that would be sought under the Section 
106 agreement. 
 

5.  A planning application was recently submitted and a viability assessment on 
the scheme concluded that it was unviable to make such a financial 
contribution to the relocation of The Square.  This was independently 
assessed by a viability professional who confirmed the scheme as unviable.  
The Council, acting as a local planning authority, concurred with the 
assessment that a Section 106 obligation for the Square would pose a 
significant financial burden on the developer that would undermine the 
delivery of the housing scheme.  It also concluded that there is not a planning 
policy requirement for a replacement venue for The Square. 
 

6.  The planning application was refused on 13 January 2016.  It is not known 
whether Circle housing will appeal against the decision. 
 

7.  The Square closed for business on 31 December 2015 and has continued to 
work to find a suitable alternative venue. A potential site has been now been 
identified. This site, however, has significant costs associated with it to 
develop the proposed building to make it suitable for use by The Square. 
 

8.  The Square has commissioned a feasibility study for development of the 
potential site and has also produced information which sets out how it intends 
to establish a social enterprise.  It will encourage community groups to use 
The Square and its facilities and will bring diverse arts groups into one hub.  
There is still much information yet to be provided if a financial justification for 
Council support is to be achieved and it is not yet clear where and how any 
balancing finance could be achieved both to set up the enterprise and to 
keep it financially viable.  

 



IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (includes Sustainability) 

As contained in the body of the report. 

Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Place 

 

Finance (Includes ICT) 
The Council has made no financial contribution nor has it provided any other 
financial support to The Square prior to its closure in December 2015. The 
Council is faced with many competing and challenging financial demands on 
its limited resources and the future funding arrangements announced as part 
of the Local Government Finance Settlement indicate that this will be an 
ongoing problem for the Council for the foreseeable future. It would be 
essential to give consideration to service budget reductions if the Council 
was minded to offer any form of ongoing financial support as a result of the 
petition. 
Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance  

 
Housing 

As outlined in the body of the report. 

Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 

 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 

As outlined in the body of the report. 

Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 

 
Governance (includes HR) 
The Council’s Petition Scheme specifies how it will process petitions from 
members of the public, including rules for debating petitions at Full Council 
and actions that the Council may take in response to a petition. The key 
provisions for Full Council debates are summarised in the introduction of this 
report. Officers recommend that option (iii) is pursued and a report made to 
a future Cabinet meeting. 
Author: Brian Keane, Head of Governance 

 
Background Papers 
[These are papers referred to in the preparation of the report that are not 
attached as appendices but that are available for public or Councillor study.] 
 
Council Petition Scheme (from Constitution, Part 5) 
http://www.harlow.gov.uk/constitution  
 
Glossary of terms/abbreviations used 
 
None. 
 

http://www.harlow.gov.uk/constitution


APPENDIX 1 
 

Give The Square a Future 
 
We the undersigned petition the council to ensure that provision is made to 
supply sufficient funding to the new community body that arises from 
SquareOne, which will ensure the survival of a key cultural resource. 
 
The Square has been part of Harlow’s community for over 35 years. It’s a place 
where big names will play, mix records or tell jokes one night, and local schools 
and college groups will get on the stage the next night. 
 
Even for those that aren’t performing it’s somewhere to come together and be 
creative, be part of a culture, socialise with likeminded people, and create 
friendships that will last a lifetime. If you go in the Ladies’ toilets right now the 
walls are filled with writing about what The Square has meant. Same goes for the 
Facebook page. A safe place that has let people be themselves is the main 
theme. 
 
This piece in The Huffington Post says it best. 
 
As for Harlow’s history, well the likes of Blur, Coldplay, Frank Turner, George 
Ezra, The Beat, Muse, Enter Shikari, The Blockheads, Republica, Supergrass, 
The Damned, Chas and Dave, Pavement, Eddie Izzard, Phill Jupitus, Gaz 
Coombes and Wheatus probably wouldn’t have stopped for long in Harlow 
without The Square. A lot of the bands that have come out of Harlow like The 
Subways, Collapsed Lung, Atilla the Stockbroker and Morning Parade may not 
have existed without that building. 
 
Here's some of those people talking about why The Square is so special. 
 
And more from Phill Jupitus. 
 
This year The Square became one of the NME's top 10 small independent music 
venues in the UK. It also won Harlow’s Lifetime Achievement Small Business 
Saturday Award. 
 
Not only will its disappearance mean a big loss to the music hopefuls and gig-
goers of Harlow, but it will represent a huge dent in the community and its 
culture. Part of the reason that people visit the town will be gone. 
 
It’s too late to save the run down building as the site is to be used for flats – the 
last day the doors will be open is 31st December 2015 – but it’s not too late to 
save the live music scene of Harlow. This can’t be the end. 
 



We are The Square. We may not all be the owners but we are the people who 
get up on the stage and make up the audiences: the people who at some point 
have come to call the building their second home. It's more than bricks. We need 
a new home. 
 
We want the massive gaping hole that will be left in the community to be filled 
with another building to provide a place where people can go to see and 
experience live music. There is a duty to replace this community resource. There 
is nothing else like The Square in Harlow. 
 
While we understand that Harlow Council has said it will help, we want to make 
sure that they know what we're losing, and how big our community at The Square 
is. We want them to know who we are and how many of us will be affected if their 
help only leads to places that are unsuitable and impractical. We are not surplus 
to requirement. We need suitable replacement facilities to be provided within 
Harlow. We are petitioning Harlow Council to ensure that the impact of losing 
The Square is recognised, provision is made for a new building and that 
reparations are made. 
 
We need a building to give music lovers and future generations a place to go. 
Keep music alive. Give The Square a future. 


